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Beitrage zur Kenntnis der Heine-Medinschen Krankheit (Polio¬ 
myelitis acute UNO verwandter Krankheiten. Von Dr. Ivar 
Wickman, Privat dozent am Karolinischen Institut zu Stockholm. 
S. Karger, 1907. 

This is a second contribution of the author to this subject made within 
two years. In 1905 a monumental pathological study and now a complete 
discussion of the various features of the disorder founded on a compre¬ 
hensive review of recent Swedish epidemic conditions. Wickman pro¬ 
poses to rechristen the acute disease- as the' Heine-Medin disease, from 
Heine who in i860 first gave a description of the acute disorder and Medin 
who in 1890 called attention to the contagious nature of the epidemic occur¬ 
rence of the trouble. Wickman bases this monograph on a study of 1031 
cases which have been analyzed in a cursory manner in his contribution 
to the Zeitschrift fur klinische Medizin, Vol. 63, 1907, and here in a more 
thoroughgoing manner. He distinguishes 8 forms of the disorder. I, 
Acute Poliomyelitis Form; II, Landry’s Paralysis Form; III, Bulbar or 
Pbntine Forms; IV, Encephalitic Form; V, Ataxic Form; VI, Polyneuritic 
Form; VII, Meningeal Form, and VIII, Abortive Forms. He discusses 
each of these forms in extenso. He then discusses the Epidemiology 
of the disease in an exhaustive manner, paying particular attention to the 
Sweden epidemic of 1905. The incubation time he believes falls under 
10 days, the period of 1-4 days showing the greatest probability. Then 
follows an exhaustive and extremely interesting series of analyses of the 
factors of spread in a number of epidemics in smaller Swedish towns. 
These , are models of epidemiological research and should be consulted 
by all workers in neurology. 

The month of August was the month of greatest frequency in Sweden 
in the epidemic of 1905, 370 of the 1,000 cases ocurring in this month. 
In 1906 the cases fell to less than fifty in any month of the year. 

.So far as etiology is concerned heredity, trauma, taking cold, etc., play 
practically no role, the chief factor is of an unknown but specific in¬ 
fectious nature. From the standpoint of prognosis Wickman enlarges 
the conceptions usually held in the text-books. He'shows that the disease 
is dangerous to life in a high percentage, 159 in 1,025 cases, 16.7 per cent., 
and that conversely abortive and mild forms appear in which recovery 
is absolute even after severe paralytic symptoms. The greater number 
of abortive cases occur under the year of 14; adult cases are more severe 
both as regards mortality and permanency of paralysis. 

This monograph adds another to the rapidly growing, literature of this 
subject. It is a notable addition to our knowledge of the disease. 

Jelliffe. 

Leitfaden des Verfahrens bei Geisteskrankheiten und Zweifelhaften 
Geisteszustanden fur Militararzte. Von Dr. Bruno Drastich. 
K-and K. Stabsarzt und Chefarzt der psychiatrischen Abteilung 
des Jarnisonspilates No. 1, in Wein. Josef Safa?, Wein. 4.75 
marks. 

This work affords an excellent illustration of the specialism that is 
found throughout the Teutonic races. Not only is the military service 
well equipped with hospitals, but such hospitals have their psychiatric 
divisions, controlled and directed by competent psychiatrists, the evi¬ 
dence of such competency being manifest in the work before us. 
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It deals with those forms of psychiatric questions most liable to come 
up in military, life and special emphasis is laid on the more practical 
questions of discipline and field service. 

Imbecility, Moral Insanity, Degeneration, Alcoholism, Paresis, De¬ 
mentia Praecox, Paranoia, Manic-Depressive Insanity, Infectious and 
Exhaustion Psychoses, Epilepsy, Hysteria and Neurasthenia, are the 
chapter headings in the special portion. 

The author is a partial follower of Kraepelin although acknowledging 
his allegiance to the Vienna school, but he makes the statement that the 
problems to be solved in the army must be laid down in unequivocal 
terms and questions of different terms for the same conditions are of less 
importance than the prognosis, and here the Kraepelian doctrines stand 
paramount in their practical importance. 

The detailed analysis of the work is of secondary value in this place-.- 
It is- an excellent manual of psychiatry written with the needs of the 
military surgeon in the foreground. Jelliffe. 

Principles of Microscopy. Being a Handbook to the Microscope. By 
Sir A. E. Wright, M.D. (Dublin). The Macmillan Company, 
New York. 

“The present text-book,” writes the author in his preface, “has no 
message to those who are content to follow a system of rule of thumb, 
and to eke this out by blind trial and error. It addresses itself to those 
who are dissatisfied with the results thus obtained, and who desire to 
master the scientific principles of microscopy, even at the price of some 
intellectual effort.” 

It is all of this, being a very thorough and scholarly work on the 
microscope and the microscopical image. There is nothing of so-called 
microscopical technique in the book, by which is meant the ordinary 
handling of objects intended for research, nor yet is it solely a work on 
applied optics, although the optical parts of the work occupy the foreground. 

To one who would thoroughly understand the optical principles in¬ 
volved in the use of the microsope we know of no better book to recom¬ 
mend. Jelliffe. 

Considerations sur la Maladie de Parkinson et sur quelques fonctions 
Nerveuses. Par Dr. Gaston Maillard, Jules Rousset. i Rue 
Casimir-Delavigne, Paris. 

This is an interesting small monograph in. which the author advocates 
that paralysis agitans is due to an arterio-sclerosis in a mesocephalic organ 
situated specially in the cerebral peduncle, and probably the red nucleus. 
It is clinically marked by the fundamental symptoms of slowness of move¬ 
ments, pathognomonic tremor, rigidity, all of which are due to disturb¬ 
ances of static equilibrium consequent to a lesion in the organ indicated. 

In addition to these fundamental symptoms there are certain accessory 
phenomena which may be observed and which depend largely on the site 
of the arterio-sclerotic process. Our author distinguishes three groups: 
paretospasmodic, pseudobulbar and psychic symptoms. 

The interesting features of the monograph are the authors theoretical 
explanations of muscle tonus, of orientation, the relations of propulsion 
to the cerebellum, and the' conception of the mesocephalic nervous centers 
and their relations and connections with the cortical, spinal and bulbar 
centers. Jelliffe. 



